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SHAVINGTON-CUM-GRESTY

 VILLAGE VOICE

SHAVINGTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Shavington Village Festival
Saturday June 13th

Come along for a great afternoon of fun and support your
local charities and organisations.

Look out for further details.
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From record keeping, payroll and VAT to
Annual accounts and taxation

Meeting room and desk space also available to let on
a pay as you go basis

Let’s Talk!
Call: 01270 448358

Email: kelly@kfhcheshire.co.uk
Visit: www.kfhcheshire.co.uk

SHAVINGTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
50 Glorious Years

This coming November the Committee will start its Jubilee year. We
are all planning for our Golden Jubilee Festival  in June 2027 hoping
to recreate some of the events of the Silver Jubilee Festival in 1977.
  If you were  part of the first Festival please get in touch with
our Secretary Angela Snell or just come along to our monthly
meetings which are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month in St
Mark’s Chucrh Hall ,at 7.30pm. We would love to hear your
memories as we are intending to have a display of original photos
and memories at the Festival..
 The curtain raiser to our Jubilee Celebrations will be a social
event held in November 2026 to remember the original few
enthusiasts who founded the Committee. We have contact details for
many past officials and members but would love to hear from anyone
involved in the inaugural meeting  and those involved on that special
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day in June 1977 celebrating the late Queen’s Silver Jubilee.
  During the year 2027 we hope to have other events celebrating
our commitment to our Village and look forward to meeting old and
new members
Shavington Pantomime
This years pantomime, Aladdin, was yet another success for the
Festival Committee. This year we had the largest cast ever with many
new faces joining us and many friendships were made, and others
renewed. Our children and teenagers were a joy, and their enthusiasm
singing, and in dancing routines was a pleasure to see and hear.
 Every effort goes into producing an annual pantomime, ensuring
that each performance is as good as the last and you, our audience
laugh, boo, and shout and ultimately has a wonderful family evening.
 So many people to thank, from our Sponsors Whitegates Estate
Agents, the entire cast, everyone in each department (and there are
lots) all of whom live and breathe pantomime for months. Most
importantly thanks to you our audience who support us loyally each
evening to encourage and support and without who this pantomime
would not continue.
Summer Festival
Shavington Village Festival Committee are holding it’s annual
festival day on Saturday 13th June.
 Do you have your own business that you would like to showcase
or are you part of a volunteer group that would like to raise funds
for an organisation? Then come along and join us on the day with
your own stall.
 There is always a good mix of stalls, in the past people with
their own business have been selling candles, cakes and jewellery
and volunteer groups have run games stalls, guess the weight of the
cake and balloon making to name but a few.
 So, if you would like to find out some more information and
join us this year please contact Julie at
festivalstalls2025@outlook.com
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WOODNOTH CUM SHAVINGTON WI
We were pleased to start the new year with a welcome to Benjamin
Gibbs, who spoke of his 7 years as Chairman of Shavington cum
Gresty Parish Council. He explained how his career in IT had aided
him in making positive changes and decisions, by introducing the
Parish Newsletter and various events, to benefit and grow the
community. WI donated £100 to Shavington Scout Group, which
included Benjamin’s fee and our WI Christmas card collection.
 In February, we heard how a holiday in Europe resulted in the
renovation and running of a bed and breakfast in France, during
which time, Glenda and her husband made friends from across the
world and formed memories to cherish. In March representatives
from Hope House Children’s Hospice gave an insight into the
specialist care which they provide for children with life threatening
conditions. Members responded to this worthy charity, by donating
all the toys entered into our monthly completion.
 The Federation have organised a selection of online courses,
including Pilates, craft and a Green Awareness workshop. Members
attended the Spring WI Council meeting at Nunsmere Hall, where
they were entertained by The Mayoress of Chester and Will Kirk,
from the TV programme The Repair Shop.
 Our diners enjoyed meals at The Farmer's Arms, Ravensmore,
The Swan, Wybunbury and The Red Cow in Nantwich.
 Our walkers continued to walk around the area, however, to
avoid storm Bram, followed the History Trail in The Parish Walking
Book. Eleanor hosted the book club, where members gave their
views on a selection of topics.
Next meetings:  May 7th Resolutions and SAS Choir
                          June 4th The Seven Ages of Women
                          July 2nd Members Social
We meet  - First Thursday in the month 7:30 at St Mark's Church
Hall, Shavington or contact us
on woodnothcumshavingtonwi@gmail.com – 07769339490 – or on
Facebook
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South Cheshire Ramblers
We are a local group of the Ramblers Association, centred in and
around Nantwich and Crewe. We offer a variety of guided walks, in
Cheshire, and surrounding counties in England and Wales,
throughout the year. These include

▪ longer walks, often further afield, typically 8-10 miles in
length, at weekends and during the week;

▪ shorter and more local walks (up to 6 miles), usually at
weekends;

▪ monthly mid-week walks (5-6 miles) followed by a pub lunch
▪ pub walks, especially on the longer evenings.

We offer short trips away (mainly in the UK) a few times per year.
Last year we went to Scotland, the Shropshire Hills, and a walking
trip on the Lycian Way in Turkey. This year we’ve already had a trip
to the Isle of Wight and have further trips booked to Yorkshire and
Devon.
 April to July we have programmed 2 walks per week, most
weeks, thatare chosen to enjoy the glorious Spring / early Summer
countryside. And our Tuesday evening pub walks (4 miles or so)
begin on May 12th and continue every Tuesday evening until the end
of August.
 See the Links below for further details of SCR and our Walk
programme

▪ www.ramblerssouthcheshire.org.uk
▪ www.ramblerssouthcheshire.org.uk/group-walks.
▪ Email: secretarysouthcheshireramblers@yahoo.co.uk

Phone: 07733132113 (Chairman, Trevor Park)
Our friendly group looks forward to walking with you soon!
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EXTENSIONS - CONSERVATORIES - WINDOWS - PVC FASCIAS
WALLS - FENCING - TIMBER DECKING PATIOS

Special rates for O.A.P's
No job too big or small!

Call Dave on: Mob: 07930 146534 Tel: 01270 560878

JCL PLUMBING & HEATING
465 NEWCASTLE ROAD, SHAVINGTON

Tel 07759 205955
jclplumbing@talktalk.net

For all your plumbing and heating work, call now for fast and efficient service.
Bathroom installations INCLUDING TILING.
Heating installations
Boiler servicing from £65  and new boiler installation from £1750  with 10 year warranty.
Blocked and frozen pipes
Landlord Safety Checks
All plumbing & heating maintenance

Quotes available on request, very reasonable rates.

MHA Electrical Contractors
Formerly M H Ascroft Electrical Contractors

E-mail: mhaelectrical@hotmail.co.uk
Tel.07590 384915

For all your electrical requirements

mailto:mhaelectrical@hotmail.co.uk


Village Voice Spring 2026 9

SHAVINGTON ST LUKE’S
In February, our Speaker Cathy Riddell entertained us with the music
and scenes from the “Sound of Music”.  She brought along some
song sheets, so we were all able to join in with a singalong. The
evening raised £194.
 In March, Jason Hewer (an ex-policeman), who was working
for Age Concern gave us in insight into spotting scams, and how the
police and fraud departments at various companies and banks etc.
deal with them. The evening raised £212.
 On April 1st we had our annual Easter Quiz, which we hold at
The Vagrants, Steve Linde, assisted by his son Will was the question
master to whom we are so grateful, for not only is he question master
but donates the prizes for the quiz.  Our next quiz will be Wednesday
2nd December, and we look forward to seeing you all again.  The
evening raised a magnificent £686.
 We are now looking forward to our future events, in May, Dr
Linda Craig is coming to talk about Macclesfield, the Silk Town and
its Silk Museum, and in June Alison Edwards is giving a talk on
Audiology.
 In July, Kevin Reynolds will be presenting “Love & War” (our
garden birds), this is followed in August by a Beetle Drive.
 Our monthly events take place in St Mark’s Church Hall on the
3rd Thursday of every month and commence at 7.30pm.
 Should you need further information regarding any of the events
then please contact Elizabeth Davies-Allman 662536
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ST. MARK’S CHURCH
The churchwardens are pleased to announce that Clare Jackson will
be joining our Parish in July.
 Clare will be ordained as a Deacon in the post of Assistant
Curate under the supervision of Rev Canon Anne Lawson, vicar of
St Mary’s Acton. This is a three-year full-time post and Clare will
be training ready for ordination as our Priest-in-Charge.
 Our Eucharistic services will continue to be led by visiting
clergy until Clare is priested.
 Clare is married to Mike and they have two grown-up children.
They will be living in the vicarage in Weston.
 All of our services and other activities continue as before and
we still offer Baptism, Wedding and Funeral services.
Regular Church services
1st Sunday of the month – Sunday Celebration – all age worship with
a light breakfast available
2nd,4th and 5th Sunday of the month – Holy Communion
3rd Sunday of the month – Morning Praise
 Everyone is welcome to attend our services and, in addition,
they are also streamed on our Parish Facebook page for the benefit
of those unable to attend in person. We also stream Morning Prayer
on Wednesdays at 9.10 am and Evening Prayer on Thursdays at
7.00pm.
Regular activities
Singers at St Mark’s (SAS, our Community Choir) rehearses
weekly in the Church on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.30 pm. New
members are always welcome.

Children’s Groups: Toddlers now meet on Tuesday mornings
at 9.30 am and is followed (biweekly) in the afternoon by GLOW
(God Loves Our World – for primary school age children) at 3.30pm;
both in the church hall during term time.
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Craft & Chatter meets in the church hall on the 1st and 3rd Thursday
of the month at 1.30 pm.
St Mark’s Bingo is held in the church hall at 2.00 pm on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month.
 Our church hall is now equipped with brand new chairs – a
generous grant from Shavington-cum-Gresty Parish Council towards
their cost is much appreciated.
Community Café
Our Community Café operates in St Mark’s Church Hall every
Friday from 9.00 am until 2.30 pm. The Café will start serving our
spring/summer menu on 1st May – do come along and sample our
freshly-prepared lunches and home-made cakes as well as a range
of hot and cold drinks – everyone is welcome .We are also always
on the lookout for more volunteers to help us run the café! Our sister
café in Weston runs along similar lines and is open in All Saints’
Church Hall on Wednesdays each week.
 Please visit our Parish website for more information:
www.allsaintsandstmarks.com.

SHAVINGTON KNIT AND NATTER
Shavington Knit and Natter is a lovely group of  ladies who enjoy
an evening together whilst creating toppers and gifts for the
community.
 If you would like to join us, we meet every 2nd and 4th Monday
each month from 7-9pm at Shavington Social Club.  Would be lovely
to see you there.
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Hairporium
1 Weston Court, Crewe Road Shavington, CW2 5AL

Come and visit Hairporium and receive a warm and friendly welcome from our staff
Our stylists are trained to a high professional standard and have experience in all aspects
of Hairdressing for both ladies & gentleman. We are happy to arrange consultations to

help you to choose the right style and colour for you and to discuss any further concerns
you might have. We also have our Beauty room where you can choose from a wide range

of treatments. Millenium gel polish now available at our Salon.
Got that special occasion booked? Why not book a complete hair & beauty

package and leave our salon feeling like a million dollars.
Hair & Beauty vouchers:

Why not purchase one of our Hair & Beauty vouchers as a birthday present.
Values start from £5 upwards. Call into our Salon for more details.

Student Wednesday:
All students receive 10% discount off all Hair & Beauty treatments

(excludes offers) NB Please bring student ID card with you.
Call into our salon to book an appointment today or telephone 01270 567637

Visit our website – www.hairporium.co.uk
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SHAVINGTON CLEAN TEAM
The Clean Team have just finished their second group litter picking
morning of the year. Nearly twenty people have been out helping to
keep our Village clean and tidy. We have a wide range of ages from
7-70 plus, all keen to do their bit for the environment.
  From our beginning in 2017 the group now covers a wide area
which includes the whole parish. In the main the most litter is found
along the major routes for, example the A500 slip road, Newcastle
Road and Gresty Lane. These are areas which unfortunately people
seem to think that it is all right to throw out take away cartons, plastic
bottles and cans.
  Individual volunteers are continually seen around the Village
also ensuring that  we can be proud of our Village.
 The next dates for the Group Litter Pick are Saturdays May
16th and June 20th

 Please keep a check on social media and the Parish Notice
Boards in case there is a change of date..
 We meet at Shavington Village Hall  at 10.00am and at
Hickory’s and spend about one hour litter picking then share some
well earned refreshments.
  For more information contact Rene Hancock on 01270661592
or email renehancock@shavingtononline.co.uk.
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ONE 2 DRIVE
For driving tuition contact

your local driving instructor
SIMON ATKINSON A.D.I.

Cheap rates for students, pre-booked lessons or courses
Pass Plus courses Motorway training
Tel: 07903 712863 or 01270651513

www.one2drive.org.uk

L

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Tel (01270) 214862

Over 20 years experience.
Reasonable rates from small friendly business

with many local customers.

SHAVINGTON-CUM-GRESTY VILLAGE HALL HIRE
Available for group bookings. The hall is suitable for regular
meetings and classes and also for children’s birthday parties.
The following facilities are available:
Tables and chairs ( consisting of 80 chairs, 22 large tables and 20 small tables)
- Toilets - Baby changing facilities - Free Wifi - Car Parking - Disabled
Access - Kitchen with cooker, fridge, sink, kettle,  crockery and cutlery

The cost to hire is from £35 for a 4 hour session. A discount is
available for 16 consecutive weeks and pay the price of just 12.

To enquire about availability and pricing, please contact us
today by phone 01270 42 11 25 or by email

villagehall@shavingtononline.co.uk or visit
https://shavingtononline.co.uk/village-hall-hire/
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SHAVINGTON PANTOMIME ALADDIN NODA REVIEW
Shavington Village Festival Committee is a member of NODA, the
National Operatic and Dramatic Association. NODA sends repre-
sentatives to review the performances of its members; for the first
time we are including the review of our 2026 pantomime, Aladdin.
 Shavington Village Festival Committee presented their annual
pantomime, which this year was ‘Aladdin’, directed by Rene Han-
cock. It is wonderful to see how many people are involved in
bringing pantomime to Shavington – it really does take a village!
From the set, which featured some lovely backdrops, to the props,
which were appropriate throughout. Everything had been thought
about under Rene’s watchful eye. There were moments where the
pace could have been cranked up a bit, particularly in the transi-
tions, but there were some lovely moments in this pantomime.
There were a few opening night hiccups with some set pieces being
left on during the next scene, but this not deter from the excitement
radiating from the audience.
 The musical director was Kevin Birch. Kevin led the small
band well during the musical numbers, and there was a nice range
of songs on offer. There were some nice vocals on display during
the performance. It would have been nice if the band had played
during scene changes and transitions to keep the energy of the
production up.
 The choreographer for this pantomime was Angela Snell. The
choreography was accessible for all performers, which they per-
formed well. There were some moments where dancers performed
a routine, which allowed some more complex routines, which again
were performed well.
 Technical elements were well integrated into the production.
The sound was good throughout, with a nice balance between the
band and cast. The lighting design was equally as good, and con-
tributed to the overall look of the pantomime. The traditional UV
scene was very well done, with Aladdin’s flight on the magic carpet
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looking magical.
 The costumes instantly transported the audience to Peking.
They were bright, colourful, and looked great on stage.
 After winning Best Villain at the recent District 8 Awards,
Megan Goode proved her versatility by taking on the principal boy
role as Aladdin. Megan initially created an innocent character, and
it was nice to see the character develop. Megan’s vocals were strong
and she led her numbers very well.
 Holly Yuill played Princess Jasmine. Holly showed confidence
beyond her years in this principal role. She worked well alongside
Megan, and developed a nice character.

Eddie Bell donned the frock once again this year as Widow
Twankey. Eddie is a warm dame, and worked well with the rest of
the cast, especially Megan and Rachel. The audience interactions
were solid, and Eddie performed his numbers well.

Rachel Hadzik-Chesters was full of energy as Wishee
Washee and continually worked the audience, and building a great
rapport with them. The slapstick scene in the laundry was well
performed by Rachel, adding greatly to the comedy.

Jonathan Brett was suitably villainous as Abanazar. There
was a great command on stage, instantly drawing the audience’s
attention. ‘I Want it All’ was well performed by Jonathan, and he
had a great evil laugh to boot.

Callum Faddes and Lesley Smith worked well together as the
Emperor and Empress of China. Callum did well as the hen-pecked
husband, and Lesley was able to display the Empress’s temper well.

Bobbie Blackman was wonderfully ethereal as the Spirit of
the Ring, with Lisa Smith providing a comic Genie of the Lamp.
Lilian Henry (PC Ding Dong) was ably supported by two younger
members of the cast – Bobby Finch (PC Ping) and Sylvester Sea-
brook (PC Pong). They worked well as a group. Bobby and Sylves-
ter provided some wonderful physicality to the roles.
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Julie Mann and Rachel Rodgers worked well together to
bring the Camel to life!

The ensemble worked hard throughout the pantomime, and
the children’s chorus should be particularly congratulated. You all
appeared confident and well drilled in your songs and routines.

Overall, this was an enjoyable production. There were some
strong principal performances, some nice staging elements, and it’s
great to see a production showcasing performers of all ages.

The Festival Committee is really pleased with the review; it
is always gratifying to receive such positive comments from experi-
enced theatre critics, an acknowledgement  and appreciation of all
the hard work and commitment of so many people both onstage and
‘behind the scenes’.

•Lovely warm pools perfect for little ones
•Highly trained and experienced teachers
•Small classes
•121s available

Gate Farm Rural Enterprise Park Wettenhall Road
Poole NANTWICH CW5 6LH

07392 945558 info@cheshireswim.com
www.cheshireswim.com



Village Voice Spring 2026 18



Village Voice Spring 202619

SHAVINGTON-CUM-GRESTY PARISH COUNCIL
Wellbeing Wednesdays in Shavington-cum-Gresty

What are Wellbeing Wednesdays?
The purpose of Wellbeing Wednesday is to encourage fitness, re-
duce social isolation and create opportunities for the community of
Shavington-cum-Gresty to come together.
 Every Wednesday morning, there will be easy exerciseses-
sions at Shavington Village Hall. These exercises are good for
your heart and are a good way to meet others.
 Also, once a month, on Wednesday evenings, there will be
events at Shavington-cum-Gresty Village Hall. There will be dif-
ferent events for the community to be involved in. These events
will happen on the third Wednesday of each month.
 All events are free of charge.  Shavington-cum-Gresty Parish
council are grateful to Cheshire East Council for the funding of
this project which is from their Flourish Fund.
Wellbeing Wednesdays Weekly Morning Session
10-11.30am at Shavington-cum Gresty Village Hall
Join us for Wellbeing Wednesday mornings with AJT Dance.
Experience the joy of gentle exercise to music in our low-impact
dance classes. From the groovy beats of the 50’s to the upbeat
rhythms of today's pop hits, there is something for everyone:
 Each session includes a warm-up, gentle cardio, and a soothing
cool-down, all tailored to suit your needs.
 Not just about movement, the classes aim to boost your overall
health: improving mobility, circulation, balance, stamina,
coordination, and strength, while uplifting your mental well-being.
Plus, it's also an opportunity to make new friends and combat
loneliness.
 After class, join us for refreshments and healthy snacks. Don't
miss out on this chance to rejuvenate your body and soul! All classes
are completely free of charge, with no need to book – Just turn up!
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Wellbeing Wednesday Evening Session
7-8pm followed by refreshments, Shavington-cum-Gresty Village
Hall, Third Wednesday of every month
▪ Wednesday 20 May – A talk on Gardening by Anne Harrison
▪ Wednesday 17June –Craft with Nonna Glass
▪ Wednesday 15 July – Watercolour with Anna

All sessions are completely free of charge and there is no need to
book- just turn up on the night.
The next sessions will be advertised on our Village Hall notice
boards around the village, our website
www.shavingtononline.co.uk and on our Shavington Online Face-
book page.
We are looking for other ideas or community groups and volun-
teers to be involved in the evening sessions.  Please contact our
community manager on
communitymanager@shavingtononline.co.uk or by phone 01270
42 11 25 if you would like to be involved
Shavington-cum-Gresty Heritage Group
At our most recent meeting in March, we were delighted to welcome
Mark Potts for his captivating talk “Confessions of a Shavington
Author and Publisher – From Badgers to Norman Wisdom.” His
stories were packed with fascinating local anecdotes, humour, and
heartfelt moments — including some moving and often sad accounts
of our local soldiers.
Help Shape Our Local Heritage Project
We’re working on a proposed Heritage project that aims to celebrate
our Shavington-cum-Gresty’s history through a new Heritage Trail
and an interactive Digital Heritage Map. Your views will play a key
role in shaping a resource that future generations can explore, learn
from, and enjoy.
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Please scan the QR code complete the survey:

For any questions, please contact us at
communitymanager@shavingtononline.co.uk or call 01270 42 11
25.

VILLAGE VOICE EDITOR
We are very pleased with the response to our request for Village
Voice deliverers; it shows that community spirit is alive and kicking
in the Village.
 The Village Voice is produced four times a year in January, April,
July and November. All deliverers are volunteers, delivering between
50 and 100 copies.
  The Village Voice is published by Shavington Village Festival
Committee and does not receive any financial support from any other
organisation, apart from advertising revenue. We are dependant on
volunteers.
 The first Village Voice was produced in October 1981 and we
are proud that it is still going strong, thanks to all our supporters.
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50 Crewe Road
Shavington
Crewe
Cheshire
CW2 5JB
Telephone: 01270 567987
Partner: Mrs Lynne Thornton
Partner: Dr Louise E Thornton BA Hons
(Modern Languages), GDL, LLM, PGCE, EdD
Consultant: Mr Robert C Thornton

L
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SUPERHEROES WORDSEARCH



The Village Voice is published by Shavington-cum-Gresty Village Festival Committee, 11, Knights Way, Shavington, Crewe, Cheshire,
tel. 661592, e-mail: ahancock811@btinternet.com. Distributed free to Shavington, Gresty and surrounding areas.

Copy date for next issue 1st July 2026
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For the treatment of
Back pain
Neck Ache

Sciatica
Shoulder pains
Knee injuries

Hip pains

59, Valley Road, Crewe, CW2 8JZ
The Lodge, 150, Hospital Street,

Nantwich, CW5 5RY
Tel: (01270)  661593

THE CREWE & NANTWICH
Osteopathic Surgery

  Est 1985
www.daviesosteopaths.co.uk

SHAVINGTON VILLAGE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Shavington Village Festival
Saturday June 13th

12 - 4 PM
Shavington Primary School Field
Funfair, stalls and many other attractions.

Come along for a great afternoon of fun and support your
local charities and organisations.


